
Minutes of PTA Meeting on 
Wednesday 25 September 2013 at 3.15pm 

 
Attending:  Ulrika Wettlaufer, Maribel Jiménez, Allison Hood, Rosalind Owen, Peter Yin, 
Amanda Spriggs, Sophie Heard, Ruth Dorso, Lisa Guppy, Jill Hardin, Anne-Marie Wortley, 
Irene Conway 
 
Apologies:  Emma Dadson, Alex Lancaster 
 
Documents tabled:  Minutes for previous meetings dated 11 June and 17 June, Schedule of 
PTA Events, Budget/Income and Expenditure for PTA as at 31 August 2013, Mathletics 
Proposal. 
 
1. Welcome 
 
Welcome from PTA co-chairs, Jill and Sophie.   
 
Plan is to have shorter meetings more often throughout year.  All of the meetings for the 
year are now booked in. 
 
2. Minutes from 11 June and 17 June 
 
These were circulated for review. 
 
3. Matters arising from minutes 
 
(a) Kitchen Money 

Jill asked Irene if money which was raised for the kitchen had been received.  Irene 
replied that it would be necessary to check with Karen the Business Manager 

 
Action – Jill to follow up with Karen to see if money paid over from PTA for kitchen 
equipment. 

 
(b) Ordering of Equipment 

Irene advised that Tiffany Ponsonby is the DT co-ordinator and she will look after 
ordering the equipment based on the list which was prepared last year.  However, 
one item of equipment is necessary is something like containers on wheels to hold all 
of equipment necessary and which can be wheeled out when needed.  They have not 
found anything. 
 
Ruth advised that she has a catalogue of kitchen equipment used in the café.  She 
thinks that there is a trolley which has shelves which you can use to store equipment 
etc.  She will bring a copy to Irene. 
 
Action – Ruth to bring copy of kitchen equipment catalogue to Irene. 
 



(c) Opening of kitchen 
It is proposed that once the kitchen is equipped the school will invite back former 
PTA Chair Caroline Lees to have a formal opening ceremony. 

 
(d) Fundraising with Dragon School 

It is possible to obtain funding from Dragon School for a project that the school 
would like.  Certain information is needed to obtain the funding including what the 
project would be.   

 
Action:  Sophie to follow up with Irene to arrange for appropriate project. 

 
(e) Fete 

We have made a profit of £7,430 from the school fete.  This is a great result. 
 
4. Core Team 
 
(a) Website team 

Our Web-site Co-ordinator did a great job but sadly, has left the school.  Two parents 
have volunteered to help – Ruth and Maya.  Also Lucy Mori has said that she can 
help. 

 
(b) Secretary needed 

The PTA Committee still needs a secretary.  We are looking for someone to volunteer 
so that we will be ready for the AGM. 

 
Lisa said that she would volunteer if no-one else came forward.  Everyone will spread 
the word that we are looking for a secretary.  It has been and will be advertised in 
the newsletter.   

 
Action – to advertise secretarial post in newsletter and via email through class 
reps. 

 
5. PTA Events for the year 
 
(a) Google calendars 

Most of the Events are booked in for the year.  The Chairs tabled a PTA Schedule for 
2013-14.  It would be good to have a google calendar or other electronic calendar 
that everyone could access.  Lisa said that there is one for the PTA.  Suke Walton set 
it up and perhaps could be contacted to discuss. 

 
Action – Sophie and Jill to follow up. 

 
(b) Volunteers 

We need volunteers for all of the events.  However, we need volunteers to be 
involved with the school calendar, the auction and fruit bags. 
 

(c) Quiz Night 



People who organised last year will still be involved – Matt Richardson, James Droop, 
Sophie, Ruth and Lisa.  
 

(d) School Calendar 
The photo is booked in for 9 October.  Irene indicated that date will not work as the 
Senior Management Team will be training.  The following week 16 Oct there will be a 
class trip.  

 
Action – Sophie and Jill to meet with Irene to arrange a date which is convenient.  
Also to follow up as to whether Kim will continue to co-ordinate calendar. 

 
Usually, we try to get 12 sponsors at £200 each.  We sell the calendars for £5 each 
and they generally are available at the beginning of December.  If anyone knows 
someone who can be a sponsor, get in contact with Jill or Sophie. 
 

(e) Fruit & Vege Boxes 
Laura Burt has been in charge of this fundraising activity for a few years and would 
like to pass it on.  It involves arranging selling of Abel & Cole organic fruit & vege 
boxes and then delivery.  If you have your box delivered to the school on a Thursday, 
then a percentage (10%?) is paid to the school.  It would be great if someone could 
volunteer. 

 
Action – To be put in newsletter and email sent via class reps. 
 

(f) PTA Auction 
This is a silent auction which raises quite a lot of money for the PTA.  It has been held 
3 or 4 times before and been very successful in raising money.  At the end of the 
silent auction, there is a live auction which is generally a super prize eg holiday 
house.  In addition, there are popular items for children such as tea with Miss 
Conway. 
 
This year we would like to make the format more lively and have finger food and 
music.  Therefore we are looking for more volunteers.  Joy confirmed that she can 
help with the PTA Auction. 

 
(g) Bazaar 

This was to be 13 December but as Lisa going to be away in Australia, we will move it 
to the preceding week Friday 6 December.  We will need volunteers to help sort 
items and also to sell on 6 December.  Ulrika and Allison both confirmed that they 
could help. 
 
Maribel asked whether we could use the “shed” for the bazaar as we could decorate 
it and make it a special Christmas Grotto. 
 
Irene reported that until recently we have been unable to use shed as school has 
been suing the Providers of the Shed.  Now the astroturf has been repaired (costing 



approx. £6,000) and shed has been painted.  Now it needs to be insulated.  But we 
should still be able to use for the Bazaar and that is really good idea. 

 
6. Budget 
 
A copy of the Budget was handed out and tabled at meeting.  PTA has £15,079 in bank 
account now.  We need to keep £2,000 in reserves and therefore, we have approx. £13,000 
to spend.  Of that £13,000, £2,400 is for the kitchen.  There also needs to be money used for 
the usual things that the PTA funds eg Life Bus, Residentials, Trips. 
 
Action – Sophie and Jill and Irene to work up a budget or list of items that will be funded 
by PTA. 
 
This links to item 8 on Agenda for Mathletics, so will deal with that now.   
 
8. Mathletics 
 
Sophie and Jill propose that PTA fund this as an initiative for school.  A handout on 
Mathletics was tabled. 
 
Essentially, it is a website which is used by teachers.  It has different categories and can be 
used to enhance maths teaching.  All children receive a log-in.  Then can do at home as well 
using log-in.  Teachers can always see what children are doing.  Lots of teachers use around 
the UK.  Children like it.  There is a link on the website and it is safe.  Parents can only see 
their own child.   
 
Joy commented that it had been used at her child’s previous school and it was a great tool.  
It can be very flexible and allows for different skill levels. 
 
Why maths?  Ans:  It is a place to start.  There are other subjects – reading or spelling.  But 
we need to start somewhere.  They are all priced at a similar level.  £4 per child per year 
provided over 60 children. 
 
Irene confirmed that there had been discussion amongst staff.  There was not a maths 
problem within the school.  27% of Year 6 children for last year got Level 6 in SATS.  (There is 
an expected level of Level 4).  However there are also children which struggle with maths.  It 
would be good to do maths as it is a common language even if English is not a first language.  
Irene had spoken to other colleagues and they also confirmed that it was a good 
programme.  Mr Bushell is the Maths Co-ordinator and he keen to pursue.   
 
There had been discussion about possible options for children who don’t have computers. 
 
A slight digression where we congratulated Beanie Dorso and Hiro Matsuzaki for doing so 
well and winning prizes at the recent maths competition at Summerfields. 
 
It is proposed that the Mathletics programme is trialled in Year 6.  There was unanimous 
agreement from the attendees. 



 
7. Cake Sales 
 
There had been a question about whether or not outside people could use the “spare” cake 
sale Thursdays/Fridays for charity cake sales to raise money for those charities. 
 
Irene said that there was a proposal for each year group to be involved with a  charity and 
as they go through the school to raise money for that charity on an on-going basis.  For 
example Year 2 are doing a MacMillan Coffee morning.  This will follow on in year 3 etc. 
 
Perhaps using school premises to raise money for other charities is not appropriate. 
 
Also wanted to raise issue of Nuts.  There are some children in school who have very severe 
allergies and could die from contact with nuts.  School will send a letter home to parents to 
ask them to sign and acknowledge that the school is nut-free.  It is very important. 
 
Also important not to have nuts at cake sales.  We can’t police use of nuts in kitchens etc.  
There is no need to worry about “traces of nuts”.   
 
There was also limited discussion about whether there were too many cake sales if we had 
cake sales for charities.  Also whether classes had joint cake sales or not.  The class rep co-
ordinator will send out information about cake sales to each of the class reps. 
 
Action:  Emma Dadson to send out information regarding cake sales to class reps. 
 
9. AOB  

 
(a) Links to websites 
 
There are a number of links on the PTA website to other websites which help raise money 
for the PTA.  EG My Name Label and Amazon.  If you shop via that link then, PTA receive 
funds.  
 
A reminder will be sent to class reps. 
 
Action:  Emma Dadson (?) to send out a reminder via class reps of the shopping links 
which are on the PTA website and which will help raise money for the PTA. 
 
(b) Coffee Morning 
 
There was very good attendance – approx. 30 - 35 people.  We hope to do more. 
 


